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Model Organisms

Model organisms are organisms studied to learn biological principles that can be applied to other organisms—including humans. In this activity, you’ll learn about some common model organisms and find out what advantages each offers to scientists.

Go to http://www.exploratorium.edu/origins/coldspring/tools/index.html or use the links in the first column on this page. Research the organisms listed and answer the questions for each organism.
	
	What is one area of research in which this organism is used?


	Why is it a good model organism for this area of study?
	What else makes 
it a good model organism?

	Fruit fly
(Drosophila melanogaster)

	
	
	

	Wall cress
(Arabidopsis thaliana)


	
	
	

	Nematode
(Example: Caenorhabditis elegans—called C. elegans)


	
	
	

	Rodents
(Example: mouse, Mus musculus)


	
	
	


